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barrels of ale or beer, which he scooped out with his cupped
hands on all who passed.
Possibly the cruelest of them all was Frangois L'Ollinais,
a Frenchman, who outfitted the first ship for his piratical
career on Tortuga. The enemies of this terrible Gaul re-
ceived no quarter, and he became known as a true terror of
the seas, amassing great wealth. Once the Spanish governor
of Cuba sent an expedition against L'Ollinais, who had cap-
tured a city on the southern coast of the island. Several
hundred buccaneers, led by the terrible Frenchman, met the
Spanish force and annihilated it.
L'Ollinais, with his fleet, sacked and burned several towns
on the coasts of Central America and Cuba and put most of
the inhabitants to the sword. More prizes were taken at sea,
and at the end of two months there was so much loot on
hand that the fleet sailed to the Isle de la Vache (Cow Island),
south of Haiti, to divide 4,060,000 pieces-of-eight, tons of
jewels, silks, linen and other commodities of trade. The fleet
then sailed for Tortuga, where the available supply of rum
and brandy was soon entirely inadequate for the celebration
of the most successful buccaneer cruise in the history of
buccaneering.
In its palmiest pirate days the island of Tortuga was no-
torious for its orgies in liquor, the price of the latter dictated
only by the law of supply and demand, the former over-
whelmed mostwise by the latter. A gallon of choice brandy
soon jumped to the unheard-of price of four pieces-of -eight
and rum was soon at a premium at the profiteering demand
of from two to three pieces-of-eight for four full quarts.
The celebration only waned when all the liquor was consumed
at these unprecedented prices. The inebriated pirates gambled
their shares away with reckless abandon until the whole rested
in the hands of a few. These secretively watched their chances